


info@kiwanisbc.com www.kiwanisbc.com

KIWANIS CLUB OF VANCOUVER,BC 
PO Box 3022, Main PO, Van. BC  V6B 3X5  

Board of Directors—2003-04  

President:  DAVID YOUNG 

Vice-President:  REID McGRUER 

Treas: DAVID OLSON ~ Hon Sec’y:  STEVE BAGNELL 

Immed Past Pres:  CHARLIE ANDERSON 

Dir: Sam Balden, Rob Radloff                                                    
Russell Smith, Ulf Von Dehn 

Sep 1, 2004—Pg  3 

BOB KERR 
Corporate and Fleet Sales 

 

4550 Lougheed Hwy. at Willingdon 
Ave., Burnaby, BC V5C 3Z5                               

604-291-2266   
FAX:  604– 291-0652 

 

COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE 

Reid McGruer 
BA, CFP, CLU, ChFC

Financial Planning and 

Benefits Consulting
�   RRSPs     �     RESPs     �     GICs

�   Segregated and Mutual Funds

�   Employee Benefits  �   Life Insurance

�   Critical Illness Insurance

�   Disability Insurance

�   Annuities and RRIFs

685-6521   ext. 522

Thanks to our Advertisers: Lynn  Buntain, George Cadman, Thanks to our Advertisers: Lynn  Buntain, George Cadman, Thanks to our Advertisers: Lynn  Buntain, George Cadman, Thanks to our Advertisers: Lynn  Buntain, George Cadman, 
Bob Kerr, Reid McGruer and Marty JonesBob Kerr, Reid McGruer and Marty JonesBob Kerr, Reid McGruer and Marty JonesBob Kerr, Reid McGruer and Marty Jones  

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

“To avoid situations in which you 
might make mistakes might be the 
biggest mistake of all.”                               
 —Peter McWilliams 

“ Mistakes are the portals of dis-
covery.”                   —James Joyce 

...cont from Page 1 

These and other musicians have composed additional music for the project; a CD is avail-
able with this music with the hope it will help fund the Project. [Call 1-800-600-7127 or 604-
466-9866 to purchase.]  A Release of Souls Concert has evolved.  The Seaforth Highlanders 
provided their armories and Pipe Band and the regimental band of the 15th Field Artillery 
added their music to the occasion. 

The reaction of Americans to ROS Project is one of amazement and heartfelt thanks.  The 
World Memorial Association is helping to arrange a 24 city, cross continent tour of the Con-
cert ending in New York City for the 5th anniversary of the attack on the Twin Towers.  How-
ever, it has fallen to Kathleen—to her surprise and expense — to continue to be deeply in-
volved in putting on this show.

On September 3, 2004, Kathleen and several of the musicians will put on the ROS Concert 
in Los Angeles and again a few days later in San Diego.  Thus the Project will be formally 
turned over to the Americans.  However, Kathleen’s involvement remains.  These Concerts 
will feature Congressmen, mayors, other dignitaries and survivors as speakers;  they will 
include honour guards and military bands, fire fighters and police.  The US Navy will add the 
names of its members killed at the Pentagon, and American Airlines will add the names of its 
doomed flight crews.  Other names have also been added, for example the names of Cana-
dians who were killed on that day.  (Kathleen has traveled to a number of cities and met with 
many survivors and participating firefighters.  She has seen burly firemen crying...and dying 
from the effects of the foul air...who thanked her for not forgetting them like the invisible Viet-
nam vets.  She has been thanked by the widow of a Canadian who, having tried in vain to 
get the Canadian government to make some kind of 9/11 memorial, said she could now feel 
at peace having seen his name added to the ROS Memorial.)

The tour across the US will allow each city to showcase itself.  The Concert will provide a 
central theme that can stand on its own but each city can make the event their own with their 
own bands, speakers, personalities, and so on.  The Project has shown its ability to expand 
its scope.  In each city the sculpture will be reassembled by firefighters and/or other groups 
who can come away with a sense of participation.  It is hoped that this diverse community of 
survivors and unsung heroes will be able to connect, be remembered and achieve a sense 
of peace that may have been missing until now.

This account has not done justice to many aspects of the Release of Souls or to Kathleen 
Tonnesen and the many people who have pitched in to make it possible.  However, I hope it 
has kindled an interest in the readers to support the endeavour and follow its progress as 
much as Canadian news media might cover it.  Readers might wish to check out the details 
at www.world -memorial.org/ROS/ros.html  for additional info.

Sam Balden in graciously thanking our speaker pointed out that Fiona Blackburn was well 
known to our Kiwanis Music Festival.  He clearly reflected the response of our audience in 
describing her presentation as impressive, moving and poignant.  It was truly inspirational.

[Postscript:  I did not want to end the above account on a sour note but I have to report that 
in answer to a question from the audience on seeking government support, Kathleen replied 
that the Canadian Government would not offer any assistance, nor could she even get an 
audience with the mayor of Vancouver.  It would not be a big surprise that Americans are 
better acquainted with the smug ignorance and cheap shots of Carolyn Parrish than they are 
with Kathleen and her work.  Let’s hope for a change.  ED]

NOTICE OF VOTE—Thurs. Sept 2/04 — Grant to SOS Village               
The Youth Committee, under Chair Dr. Ian Humphreys, has recommended a 
grant of $5,000 for SOS Village, Pietermartizburg, SA.  Funds will be specifi-

cally designated for the Kindergarten program — which will qualify as a Young 
Children Priority One project.  The Village itself houses from 100 to 130 chil-
dren, but help extends to hundreds more through outreach programs, daycare 
and educational training services for the neighbouring communities — which 
have been devastated by the effects of HIV/Aids, poverty, and unemployment.  

SOS Villages International will provide $5,000 as a matching grant for our 
Club’s donation.  Vote to be by show of hands at the luncheon.                                                       

See www.sosvillages.org.za/ for more information about the Village and SOS. 


